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The man, who showed the dully purple marks of a partially-
healed bite on his calf under the fringe of his dirty tunic,
looked at her ferociously,

"We don't want any women.   We're married,"

"I'm the one that bit you/' said Kami, fearlessly. "And
I'll bite you again if you don't look out."

Amos groaned for the lunatic courage of women. He and
Gallus had now come up; and Barcha and Blattius, beginning
to feel frightened, assumed a more threatening air.

" Is this your woman? Take her home and drown her with
the cat's next litter of miaowling kittens, see! We haven't any
time to waste supplying her with drinks. She's a cannibal,
so she says."

"She's my wife," implored Amos. "She doesn't know
what she's saying or doing."

Barcha, seeing that he was the weakest of the opponents,
promptly hit him in the face. Kami at once clawed him
fiercely. Blattius tried to pull her off. Gallus came to the
rescue and tried to pull Blattius off. Amos closed his eyes,
so as to have an excuse for doing nothing; it was the pain,
he said afterwards. A crowd gathered, applauding and
hooting, then stood silent as a man with an air of official
importance stepped through.

"I'm a viator of the tribunes," he said, sternly. "What's
this fuss about?"

The combatants fell apart. Karni, Amos, Barcha, and
Blattius all began to talk at once; and Gallus edged away.
As he did so, he saw a slip of paper which had apparently
fallen from one of the scufflers. Having a professional interest
in manuscript, he stooped without thinking, picked up the
paper, and glanced at the first lines- At once he pushed the
paper into his sleeve-fold and looked at the two mea whom
Karni had assaulted. They certainly seemed desperadoes;
taken up with the viator, they had not noticed the -action of
GaJIus.

Blattius whispered aside,to the viator, pressed something
into his hand, and grinned. The viator announced m a toud^
hectoring voice, "Here now, young woman, youll be seri-
ously liable if you don't keep the peafce, I order you to let
these law-abidingcitizens depart"without further molestation,"